
Characteristics                                        
We often encounter pathology reports in the medical 
records of insurance applicants. Basic components 
of a pathology report include identifying data on the 
patient, relevant medical history, the type of tissue 
submitted for examination, the gross description of 
the tissue (how it appears to the unaided eye), the 
microscopic description (how it appears under the 
microscope), and the diagnosis.

Diagnosis 
The amount of tissue submitted for pathologic 
evaluation can range from isolated cells to a 
complete organ with surrounding structures. It is 
important to know whether an entire area of concern 
has been removed or whether only a part of it has 
been biopsied for pathologic evaluation.

Fine needle aspiration, which for example might 
be used to investigate a thyroid nodule, uses a thin 
needle to obtain cells for examination. A core biopsy, 
which for instance might be used to evaluate a 
breast abnormality, uses a larger needle to obtain 
a small amount of tissue. An excisional biopsy 
removes an entire tumor or abnormal area, while  
an incisional biopsy detaches a small piece  
for examination. 

Frozen section is a technique that allows a rapid 
preliminary pathologic diagnosis while the patient 
is still in the operating room. This can be especially 
useful if the extent of surgery necessary depends 
upon the diagnosis. When a frozen section has 
been performed there should also be a follow up 
pathology report with the final diagnosis.

Staging                                                                  
If cancer is present, the pathology report might 
contain such useful information as size, thickness, 
grade (how closely the cancer cells resemble normal 
cells), involvement of vascular, lymphatic, or adjacent 
structures, and if the tumor has been completely 
removed. The specific information presented will 
depend upon the type of tumor. If performed, the 
results of special studies may also be noted.

Pathology reports can be useful in the evaluation  
of other conditions besides malignancy. For example, 
biopsies can help to diagnose liver disease, kidney 
disease, neurologic conditions, inflammatory bowel 
disease, muscle disease, skin conditions, and other 
entities. 
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Underwriting Pathology Reports: Case Studies 

Applicant 1 is a 35 year old applicant whose records contain a 
pathology report from an excisional biopsy of a breast mass from 
two years ago with a diagnosis of fibroadenoma and no evidence 
of malignancy. Follow up to the present has been favorable.                              
This applicant could qualify for Preferred Plus.

Applicant 2 is a 50 year old applicant whose records contain a 
pathology report from a skin lesion removed from a lower extremity 
six months ago with a diagnosis of superficial squamous cell 
carcinoma that was completely removed.                                                   
This applicant could qualify for Preferred Plus.

Applicant 3 is a 65 year old applicant whose records contain 
a pathology report from a fine needle aspiration of an enlarged 
lymph node in the neck performed one month ago that was 
noted to be nondiagnostic (no specific diagnosis could be made). 
The pathologist stated that lymphoma could not be ruled out. 
The surgeon plans to observe for one more month and will 
then consider excising the lymph node if it remains enlarged.                                                                                       
This applicant would be postponed.

Get in Touch with Your 
Underwriter About...

STANDARD PLUS POWER       
Most carriers price table-rated cases 
on their Standard class rate. Legal & 
General America bases premiums for 
table-rated cases on Standard Plus rates 
giving us a price advantage over the 
competition! 

GET MORE	                       
Legal & General America is now 
offering increased coverage to 
proposed insureds who have been 
identified by the underwriter as eligible 
for larger face amounts.

APPCELERATE AUTOMATED 
UNDERWRITING                                         
When using Legal & General America’s 
AppAssist tele-application program, 
eligible clients may qualify for 
lightning-fast, lab-free underwriting. 
Applicants who do not qualify will 
continue seamlessly through traditional 
underwriting, with the same great 
product and pricing.

Authored by Legal & General America’s 
medical and underwriting specialists. 
Published for like minded agency 
professionals.

Legal & General America life insurance products are 
underwritten and issued by Banner Life Insurance 
Company, Urbana, MD and William Penn Life Insurance 
Company of New York, Valley Stream, NY. Banner 
products are distributed in 49 states and in DC. William 
Penn products are available exclusively in New York; 
Banner does not solicit business there. The Legal & 
General America companies are part of the worldwide 
Legal & General Group. APPcelerate Underwriting 
Program is not available in Alaska, Connecticut and Hawaii. 
For producer use only. Not for public distribution. 18-013

2Underwriting Dialogue Issue #41 An educational exchange on underwriting topics


	Contact Information: 



